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perhaps an irreparable loss if this first attempt at an institu-
tional safeguard for an international and supernational
sphere of legality were lightly permitted to collapse. I said:
"We may be small men, whose voice is barely audible if
at all in the concert of the great; but we mean nevertheless
to go our own way. We took steps to defend ourselves
against invasions of our rights, and we found friends at a
time when wre were in a difficult situation. We must not
let our heads be turned now that Germany's star is once
more in the ascendant. We must not turn our backs on
friends who took pains to help towards a just reconciliation
of interests at a time when that help was needed."

It was a curious situation. After the speeches we had a
social gathering. Here the roles were exchanged.

"It's easy enough for you/' confessed the Weimar Demo-
crat, "but I am not free to say just what I think. Of course
I agree with everything you said. It would be an irreparable
disaster if the League were smashed. The world would
never summon up the courage to set up another institution
of the sort. But I hope Germany's withdrawal is not definite.
We must cautiously bring her round again, That's been
my view all along."

It might perhaps have been possible to do this if men
like von R. had had a little more backbone, instead of
each finding reasons of his own for hurriedly seeking the
favour of the new lords*

I mention this little episode because it illustrates the
difficult position in which we were all placed in the new
Germany, At a time when the more responsible elements
among the new men in power were beginning to get abreast
of their duties and to adjust their political ideas to realities,
it was precisely the men of the old governing party, the
Democrats and other firm supporters of the Weimar system,
who, in their panic fear of being shut out under the new
regime, threw themselves into the arms of the Nazi extremists,
showing readiness to go even further than the "wild men*'
in order to give clear evidence of their .national spirit It
^ras these elements that interfered * with the ~ ho|>ed-ihr
maturing of Nazism and actually promoted its radicalization.

I knew a good many of the officials of the Fomgai Ministry